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The deſcription of a true and falſe | | 
Chriſtian, either exculing, or accuſing him, for | # 
his pious, or prerended converſation : 


Shewing that there is a powerfull godlineſſe neceſſary 


to ſalvation, and that many have the forme, but ror 
the power thereof, 


In handling whereof, 
Theſe three things are plainlyQ 1. hat oodlineſſe TA 
and powerfully cxplained ings What the power of it ts, 
applyed. 3« What be the reaſons why ſome have | 
but the forme thereof : together with the meanes and marks, both how to 
attaine, and to in onr [elves whether we have the power thereof or not. 


By that late Faichfull and worthy Miniſter of leſus | 


Chriſt, Joun Pxz 5s ron, Doctor in Divinity, Chap- 

| hincin Ordinary to his Majcſtic, Maſter of Emanuel 
Colledge in Cambridge, and ſometimes Preacher 
of Lincolnes Inne.. 

Not every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the king- 
dome of Heaven, but hee that doth the will of my Father which is in Hea- 
zen, Math. 7.2 1. 

Pure religion , aud undefiled before God and the Father, is this, towift 
the fatherleſſe and widowes in their affiitions, and to keepe bimſelfe unſpot= | 

tedof the worla, James 1. 37: 
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Movies a forme of pO but 
_ Nm the power thereof. rn 


gUR Apoſtle S. Pal 6th in 

>» chcle words give us a part of a 
'B- deſcription of Wicked men in | 
| the latrer times: 8 he: brineerh | 

gw them in by way-of prevention 
© or objection, or anſwer to an 
way objection, as if ſyme ſhould 
% wonder that there Thoul4- be | 
fach- :kinde of perſons 'in the Church, as hee in 
the former verſes had deſcribed ; Couetome, boaſters. 
proud, blaſphermers , diſobe7aent to parents, unthankfull 
wiboly,&c. doc theſe live as the Chiireh#o's c- Doe 
theſe retaine'the Sacraments, and the like&" Yes, 
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| oj that many bave 
| thefeof © 


| what Godlineſſe is, - T will firſt ſhew you what it 
LEAR Noxnbhos 3, | 


Mp6” . ; 
| God indeed hath commanded nature, yea even cor- 


| much temperance, anduch like# W] 4 
| ry beamtifull;in their owne Sphet Þj 


aith the A 


2. What. the. power 


ry l 5% A ww hereof 15 T_ A _7 


Se, LAY 3 ; | 
of this doQtine, to ſhew _ Y3' The reaſons why 
b- many have no more 


_ * butthe formtherof, 
"For tne fifſt , that you.may the better conceive 


\ Firſtthen, it is. not bare nature ; but that godlineſſe 
which God .reqQuireth of al men: is more then ſo. 


rupt nature, to bring forth many frints' of godlneſſe; 
pAticnce, | 
2 ANG + 


as much abſtinence from pleaſure,* much 


they come not-from God;:nor his Sr 
cation, or becauſe they- have no-retps&-of G 
therefore they are not godlineſſe,-neicherdo 
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regard them. //; i; 1/117; RL 
' Secondly, it 1s Not the at of religion proceeding 


that men .ſce that God is the .governour of the 
wor Id, that he hath the keyes of heaven and carth; 


| and-nen may.doe much to God for ſuch reſpedts, | 


| 


from ſelfe-love, though oftered to God ; in regard | 


uſing | 
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uſing him as a bridge to get to heaven by , making 
gs Crvek their ——_ ends: and r/o this 15 
not godlineſſe : but whatis it then, you will ſay  _ 
Thirdly.it is a divine grace infuſed into the foule 
by God,whereby a man followes God,loves him, 


courſe of it, doing all for him and to him : and it is 
thus wrought ; When the creature comes to ſee no 
beauty in himſclfe, and no help in himfelfe: and fith 
God is full of all beauty, and all excellencie,and all 


when he comes to ſee and conſider this, then he be- 
gins to ſet up God in his heart , as the Jvy having 
no root, cleaves faſter to the tree, ſo likewiſe dot 


pends on him for all things, he will doe all things 
tor him, becauſe all are from him : whereas before, 
ſeeing ſomething in himſelfe , hee magnified him- 
ſelfe , and ſo withdrew himſelfe and his heart 
from God. And ſo 1 come to the next particu- 


 lar,vez, 


What is meant by the power of godlineſle : and 
forthat,you ſhall know there is a godlinefſe, which 


and truth ; for it not only puts upon a man a waſhie- 
colour of perfeQion, but dyes his heart in graine in 
holineſſe ; and it differs from the other in five; 
things. | 

Firſt, It is done in the Power, when it 1s not the 
bare picture, where there are not only the outward 


power, able to anſwer our deſires in-every.thing, 


Þ: ---* lineaments} 


"of a formall profeſSion. | 


magnifies him, ſers him up in his heart above all, | 
and manifeſteth this in his life ,* and the whole | 


q 
q 
1 


; 


he only to God, ſeeing that hee cannor ſubſiſt of 
|himſelfe ; and when hee comes to ſee that hee de- } 


| 


is not only in words and complements, bur in deed | 


Whar is Meant E 
by the fower | 
of godlinefſc, + 
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| |. Five differen- 
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S |.che formeand 
J \; p97 of pod- 
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lineaments of nature, but when thereis life in it , 
| and that you ſhall know when a.man needs not to 


\ Will be diſcoveredin the wearing , orin ſome par- 


| nary man cannnot doe it,but by uſe & the wearing. 
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be called on to good duties ,- but theres anaturall | 
principle of life in him, wherby he doth rhem wirh 
facility and conſtancie, as naturall ations of life : 
when likewiſe he doth grow inthem , for where | 
there is life , there is alſogrowth ; and when hee | 
doth likewiſe deſire that which may feed it, as the | 
' meanes which may ſtrengthen him in the doing of 
it; aSifa man have life, he defireth meat and ſleep, | 
and whenas there 1s lite, then the works that come 
from a man, are not dead works, and then you have | 
the power of godlineſle, it is not a faſhion only. 
_ Secondly, It is not true, but'counterfeit, when it 
islike the true, but not the ſame, but wants ſome 
: particular property thatisto-be found inthe true , 
_as that which is counterfeit Balſame, which is like 
the true, but wants the power of healing ; and ſo 
likewiſe a counterfeit drug, and a counterfeit jewel, 
which wants that property which the true hath : 
and the want of this you ſhall finde in the uſe, and | 
inthe wearing : As a rotten bow is found to be 
rotten when the arrow is drawne to the head, ſo if 
| a mans goalineff be counterfeit, and hee unſound, it 


ticular caſe,when he is put to it,or tried, A Jeweller 
will finde out the property ofa Jewell, but an ordi- 


'To inſtance in ſome particular parts of gedlizeſs, the 
love of God, if it be true, hath theſe properties.thar 
.a mani loves the brethren; for how canſt thou love 


;animmateriall holineſſe in God, if thou loveſt not 


that 


__——_——_—_—_— 


OI. In RIIRLs— Wer Se. 
MIO 7 © 0 UT IR IAA — 


” mm 


UE as of a formall profeflion. RY ; 


[ I 


ates A. tt 


thar-holinefle, which 1s ſtampt upon: the creatur® 
like thy ſelfe 2 ſo likewiſe reitude and upright- 
nefle of heart; try it by this property, which -our 
1 Saviour Chriſt makes of it, grac:om ſpeeches , Chriſt | 
offs ſaith, that that which is predominant inthe-heart, 
F the mouth will be full of: ſo. for keeping/of the | 
commandements, if in truth they have rhis proper: | 
j ty, that they be not grievous , they will doe them | 


with a naturall delight, and inward willingneſle: fo | 
| | for taking of Chriſt by faith , every manbelceverh | 


he doth ſo, but our Saviour-Chrifttrieth it by.this; 
| Goe ſell all that thou haſt , and thou ſhalthaverreaſure in | 
| heaven: & {0 mayeſt thou try thy ſelf when thouart 
put to it by loſle of gogds,or credit;or otherwiſe. | 
j Thirdly, It is iythepoper, whenit is ſtrong and | 
"$: not weake, whenawiman hath power and ſtrength q 
in doing good duties : and hereby many are diſco- 
vered,who have good purpaſes only,which though 
* | they be hearty in. them for atime , yet they want' 
"0 | power and:ſtrength ;-and this-is the caſe of many 
- | which be in the- Church, who though they have | 
+ | the knowledge of the word of God;y and-approve ' 
| | the truth; in their conſciences ; deſiring ta. be fa- } 
I | ved by the practiſe of it', and:fortake'up many 
"1, | good Brat wn which: yet come-to nothing, \ be- | 
| » | cauſe they want power and ſtrength. Conſider 
therefore if thou haſt 'power and ſtrength to per-; 
-—- _ | forme thy purpoſes, and then thou haſt the power | 
k | of godlinefle ; but 'not elſe. Many will ſay,-I am} 
4 | but fleſhand blood, and what will you have meto } 

F: |-doe © now here wants the power, as you mayce in 
[ ] the fifth Chapter-of Deuteronomy, from the 7, verſe 
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the Loyd ſhould ſpeake to him, they mould doc it , they ſaid 
then whar they thought, and what they meantand 
minded, and the Lord ſaith of them , © that there 
were ſuch an heart in them, that they would feare me, and 


| thoughthey had good purpoſes. 
Fourthly, It thou wouldeſt know whether thy 


| haſt not only the ſhaddow of it, but-the ſubſtance ; 


®. 
—— 


pray, there is a formall doing of it, which is as the 
ſhaddow ; but to pray in the holy Ghoſt, not in the 
voyce of thy owne ſpirit , but out of Gods owne 
ſpirit; not 'out:;of memory onwit, but out of thy 
\ keart, and that-an hearr' ſancified by the Spirit of 
_ ] adoption; this is the ſubſtance. And ſo to heare 
for knowledge onely , that is the ſhaddow ; but 


| to heare-for praQiſe, that is theſubſtance : And 


caule necefitty it laid upon us, and there's a noe denoun- 


| himſelfe, there is the ſhaddow; Bur to preach with 
| power, and authority, and nat as the Scribes and Phariſes, 


ſubſtance. 


——— 


the powey-when it is effeuall, when a man bring 
it toan end, and doth it not by halves : ſo ſome 
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tothe 29, the peoplethere ſaid to Moſes, That what | 


| keepe.mycommandements,&c, They wanted the power, 


| godlineſſe be in the porey or no, ſce whether thou | 


for thereis a ſhaddow with the ſubſtance: as if thou | 


1ſo _— for us to; preach the. Goſpel, to doe it be- 


'ced qxuinſ 6 if wedoeit not, as ſaith our Apoſtle of 


with the emtcing words of mans wiſedome ; this is the |. 


 Fifthly and finally, Iisin the power when a man 
x gocth thorough the work: a thing is ſaid to bein 
oeth | 
be- 
ginindeed, but then they feave the work inthe ru- 


| diments: but if a man. have the power, hee will 


| . OBO. #2 - 68 . IN 5 : 2 break 1 
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break through all difficulties, hee will leape over 
 [allrillhe harhwrowghe out bis ſalvation with feare and 


erembling. 


And thus having diſpatcht the two former parti- 


culars, I haſten to the rhzrd and laſt of the premiſes, 
vV12, The reaſons why ſome have but the forme, and 
not the power : and they are eſpecially theſe. 

Firſt, becauſe 'the forme is moſt caſte , but the 
power is a matter of more difficulty : for the former 


it doth not call upon a man to cut off his r:ghe hand, 


ro pluck out his right eje, and to denie himſelfe in 


things neareſt and deareſt unto him, as the poper 


doth ; for it requires a man ſhould take paines in 
good duties, and goe through them , not to omit 
or {light the leaſt of them inthe leaſt meaſure that 
may be, or to lic in knowne ſinnes; andfarther, it 


| requires a man. ſhould doe this from day to day, | 


and that when it crofles the fleſh moſt : this 1s an 
hard ſaying , and cauſed many that they would no 
bey the forme,but not the power. 

Secondly, becauſe this pewey breeds hatred and 
oppoſition inthe world, and the world witt.crofle 
it againe: now then, when a man may teraine the 
forme, and hold in with the world, a man may be 
of the worldſtill, and the world will love his own: 
whereas the power makes men Antipoges to all the 
world, this makes many care for no more but the 
forme. Fit for this purpoſe is that place, Fſa, 2. 12. 
where the ungodly ſay of the righteous on this 
wiſe. Theſe mens lrves are contrary 10 0urs, @nd their do. 


1 ings reprove our thoughts , the 


refore let 14 oppreſſe thers : 
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longer abide with Chriſt ; they were willing to 'o- | 


and 


Reaſons why 
many men _ 
have burcthe | 


forme. 
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The deformed forme 
and Chriſt tells us we mult look for no other, ſay- 
| ing, re ſhalt be hated of all men for his names ſake; and 
it 15 no cafie matter to have all men in contention 
with us : this then 1s another reaſon hereof, _ 
Thirdly , becauſe it is enough to ferve a mans 
turne for his unregenerate ends: for men having a 
naturall conſcience., whereof they muſt ſtop the 
mouth , and it being-injudicious, and not able to 
judge of the power of godlineff, they are ſatisfied with 
rhe forme : as when Children are wayward and 
wrangling , becauſe wee know they are not jadici- 
ous, we give them Nutts, not gold or ſilver to ſtill 
them, and it ſerves their turnes as well: ſo is it here 
in the naturall conſcience, it doth judge the forme 
to be enough to carry a man to heaven; and who 
would doe more than he needs mult ?: | 3: £67 


godlineſs, Satan troubles them nor,nor the fleſh: but 
when men labour for the poney of godlinefſe, and goc 
on any furtherthan the forme, then Satan (knowing 


hell againſt them , and hee keepes a great buſleling 
with them to hinder them what hee can: and ſo 
doth the fieſhtoo; but it will not reſiſt the forme, for 
that will ſtand with a mans luſts ; but if hee be di- 
videdagainſt himſelfe, hee cannot endure it ; as to 
deniea friendor a ſtranger, if he be importunate, is 


Fourthly , becauſe if men have but the forme of | 


this will bring them to heaven) hath the power of 


a hard matter; *but to denie a mans wife that lyes in 
his boſome, if ſhee be carneſt, is more difficult ;but 
to denie a mans -ſelfe when he is importunate with 
himſelfe, is moſt difficult; and yet this you muſt 
| doc; if you have the power of it. Now to denie the 
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power of it, is when it is [aid opento-men and offe- 

red, and they with .ſtubbornnefle of will reſiſt and 
| denie it. 1 1901-109 

} And ſo much-for the opening of the words: now 

3 for the folding of them up againe , and: firſt from 

the firſt, what godlineſſ is, 

| Let us learns not ro deceive our ſelves, for it is Pe r, 

| not (as Itold you)anaturall or morall vertues only, 

; | no northe doing of the actions of religion, a man | 

\ \ making himſelfe his urmoſt ends thereof: content | 

Ry * not your ſelves therefore with any thing thar isnot 1-1 

} _ | godlineſle: let mee ſpeake unto you as Pererto the | I 

: { ; diſperſed brethren, where afterthat he had recko- | - 

3 ned up many vertues, patzence, knowledge, temperance, 

; | @'*c. he bids them add to all theſe godlineſs; as if hee 


had ſaid, all the reſt are not availeable unleſſe you 
l- have godlineſfalſo : ſee therefore that all theſe be 
G2 godlineſi, that is, that they all come from God, and | 
| looketohim; for this is the nature of godlznef, to F 
= come to the Wells head, and to ſearch higher than | | 
oo . nature, to haveanother Alpha and Omega of all that | 
Ef is within us, or that comes from us , than what is | 
within us of our ſelves. And then agxine, if we be 
; to preach to others , wee ſhould learne to preach 
; b, - | Chriſt and God. that is, to enforce all as from them, 


and to them; not only to exhort to.morall vertues, 
L-- with ſuch inſtrutions as may be taken out of Sexe. 
oh ca or -Plutarch ( though theſe have their uſe and 
þ | place) but as out of the Scriptures, let Chriſt and 
'** . Þ] God come in, and ſhew you how all doe come 
:-, - []from God, andlooketo God: and fo all-you that ; 
are hearers, be ſure all you doe be codlineſ mar3s. ] 
Hg ; | | comming a lf 
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comming from God, and tending to him: for mo- 
tions have their denominations'from their termmm 
4 quo, and from their ends; as that is called cale- 
faFon that tends to heat : ſo is that truly godlineſſe 
that tends-to Ged, and hath reſpe@ unto him. Art 
thou a Student 2 when thou ſtudieſt and takeſt |} 
paines inthy books , ſee whether thou do'ſt it for 
thy ſelfe or for thy credit, or doeſt thou make God 
thy utmoſt end 2 examine thy heart, and examine 4 
it narrowly : and ſo likewiſe you that are excrciſed | 
in other Callings, doe you doe them that you may 
doe good to- mankinde in them, as a ſervant that | ®»' 
uſes his talent to his maſters ſervice ? then is this 
godlineſſ: fo if you eat or drink, or recreate your 
{clves, doe you doe it that you may doe good bet- 
ter, as men whet their ſythes that they may mowe 
the better 2 then this is alſo goalinef , for it tends | 
to God and godlineſſe, 4 
But you will ſay, Doe you altogether condemne 
naturall and morall vertues © muſt they doe no- 
thing © yes, you ſhall have this uſe of them , that 
they will help as winde to drive the ſhip; only it is 
godlinef{ is the rudder that guides it , and aymes at 
the right haven: as for example, you are com-. 
.manded to love your children , and your wives ; 
you are bound to doe this, .if you had nv natural! 
affections in you ; only having theſe affeions in 
you, you doe it with more caſe, clſe.you muſt | 
drivethe ſhip with oares , whereas now the winde 
fills the ſailes, and you doe it with more facility 
| and caſe: and ſo likewiſe you are bound to be pa- 
tient and mecke, and you muſt be ſo , though your 
natures 
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natures be: not ſo, but if your natures beſo, you! 


may the more eaſily be ſo , yet ſo as godlineF muſt 
ſet the Compaſle, and ſtcere the ſhip. Morall ver. 
ues are like good horſes , that draw the Chariot, 


which, take the moſt excellent things that nature is 


which drawes the creatures unto him ; but now 


fleſb to glory ini ſelfe 5 but let him that glories, glory in 
the Lord, Nay, I add more, takethe graces of the 
ſpirit , wherewith God adornes his Sits , San 
husband doth his wife with Jewels, if you'magnifie 


God: therefore in heaven it1s faid there is neither 


| Sunne, nor Moone ; now what is that? there is no 


 excellencie in any creature that is. magnified there, 


but Godisall inall, hee is Sunne and Moone : and 


therefore in, the Revelazion of Saint, Fobp it- is ſaid, 
anw ſaid to their honour, it is made their worth that 


they give all to:God ; Glery and power be to our God 


for ever , they fall ontheirfaces, throw down their 
Crowne ng created glotious creatures.” When 
the evill Angels began to-reflect.upon themſelves, 


| it was their rune, they fell from God':ifor the | 
creature of it ſelfe is like a glafſe withouta bottom; | 
ifir commethto ſtand upon its, owne bottome, cir | 


falls, and breakes;, and. {o, the Angels. when -they 
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capable of, if it be not guided by it ,: the Lord re-: 
oards them not; for God regards nothing bur thart | 


morall vertues makes us reſt ; upon our owne: bots" 


tomes, and ſo likewiſe all things whatſoever they: 
be that, beautifie the fleſh; for God-will have no: 


them,you'doe ſo much withdraw. your hearts from: 


but godlneff 15 the LAvuriga, the Coachwan ; without | 


» 


—— 
” : 


! 


1 Cor.1.29.30 


Rev. 7+ 1 2. 


would ſtand of themſelves, they felt dowhe to'rhe | 
Cen BW. loweſt } 


| 


|. 


| loweſt pit: and therefore of all graces, labour Bf 


emptying graces, as Faith and Love; for theſe give 


-fore they are the great graces in religion , which | 
you muſt chiefly labour for. | : *;.| 


—— — 
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all unto God, nothing to mans ſelfe; and there- | 


. Secondly, from thar there is a power in goalineſe 
ifitbe ſuch a powerfull thing (as you have heard ir 
is) thenrthis may ſerve to comfort us in the wayes 
of it. Whereſoever it is intruth, there it 1s i pow- 
er: ſay that thou haſt ſycha light that'thou canft 
not beleeve, that there beſuch' roades as that thou 
canſt not walk by:them ; yet if thou haſt godlineſſe, 
thou ſhalt be able to overcome, for the kingdome of 
God conſiſts in powey, When God commeth to dwell 
in any mans heart , hee fendeth godlinefle into it, 
which rules init as a Kirig in his Kinzdome ; think 
therefore of itas of Monarchs as Alexander was, or 


fore it, it bringeth every thought into ſubjedtion : 
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and thereforealſo the Spirits called a ſpirzr of power; 


| the grace of God, and in the Power of bis wyrght. 


| cauſe: God hath pur vertue into it: As when you ſee 
 fuch-and ſuch an hearb have ſuch a vertue in it to 
doe ſuch and ſuch athing, it-is becauſe God hath 
endued it with ſuch a power ; and ſo hath he done 


thoſe which Daniel ſpeaketh of, it carries all be- | 


En 


and if you' have godlineſſe , it commeth' from the | 
| ſpirit ; and therefore is accompanied with power ; 
| and therfore Chriſt is {aid to be full ofithe holy Ghoſt, | 
\and of power, and ſo Stephen, and John the Baprift; | 
; Andgrace is ſaid to be a powerfull thing : Be ſtrong in | 


x | Now;the reafoni why'godlines hath power, is,be- | 


with godlineſſe,- If therefore thou haſt any thing | 


to 
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| to doe Inreligion, {et on it 5 Haſt thou any luſt to | 
overcame? ict onit, and let mee ſpeake to thee as | 
hee ſpake.to Gideon, Goe on thou valiant man in the 1 
might of the Loxd. The people of 1ſrael travelling to 
the land of Ce#aan,ſaw the Cities walled to heaven, 
and that- the Gyants were there , the ſonnes of | 
CAngk , yet Joeſhus biddeth them be of good com- 
fort, and fearc not, for the Lord would {fight for 
 them,and delzver their adverſaries.into their hands : ſa, 
| though you. ſee difficulties in the way to heaven : 
yet godlineſle is a powerfull thing that will carric | 
you through all : therefore likewiſe the Apoſtle | 
| having prayed for-the Epheſians , that they might | 
| 08 faint at his tribulations for them , which was thezr | Eph.3.13,%0. | 
| glory, but that they might be Rrengihened with raight 
by bis Spirit in the inner man , to comprehend with all 
2... * Saints, the breadth , andilength, and depth, and height, 
a | 422d ro know the love of Chriſt which Aled alas. | 
| * hich becauſe they mightthink they ſhould never | | 
{ be-able to do, be addeth, To bimihat ts able ro do above | Ver. 20 21. | 
all that we can aske orthink , according to uhe power that | 
worketh in w«_beall glory: as if hee hould have ſaid, 
- | God is ablgto doe it,and that by the power which 
workcth,jn him ; ſo ſuppoſe to ſubdue ſome luſt of | 
| the fleſlybe athingſo bard as youthink ic wil ncyer | ] 
| be done;nay;you.conceiveit to be a thing ſo impro- 
bable as that you. are aſham'd toask it: yet,accordeng 
10 that power which worketh in.w,þe 8 able to doe above all 
't- weark or think; and therfore he praycth that ther eyes 
| | maybe opentd thattheymay ſcethe greaneſſe of hs. powr 
1  thatwrought zu them ;. and. it was not that they.might 
ſceand look atitidly, but for the uſe to ſerverheir 
| | G2 turiies, 
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 turnes, that they laying hold of it, and uſing of it, I 

mighr be able ro doe theſe things, which they de- 

fire ſhould be done, even fuch things to which a 

mans nature is' as untoward 'as water. is to heath . ©{ 
when there is none in it : only, as Chriſt ſaid to | 
Mary, Beleeve and jou ſhall ſce the power of God, thou > 

| muſt goe to God for it by faith, and God will ſhew -$. 
it forth unto you , and you ſhall have fruits of it. 
| 


The end of faith is not only to apply the holy pro- 
miſes of juſtification ,' but of ſandtification alſo : as 
| for example, he hath promiſed to baptize you with 
the holy Ghoſt and with fire, that is; with zeale & other 
graces of the ſpirit , which muſt give them power 
and ſtrength;and all,;that ſinze weight not razgne inthezr 
mortall bodies. Goe to God thenand urge him with | 
| his promiſe, and hee cannot denie you. When men 
therefore think to excuſe themſelves by ſaying, I 
am not able to doc ſuch a thing,whar will you have | 
me todo ? it is no excuſe: for if they were but wil- . 
ling, it is all he requireth ofthem;the power, that be- 
 longeth to God ; which if men would bur beleeve, | 
and go to him, he would undoubtedly give it them. 1 
I therefore now ask thee, Wouldſt thou turne to | | 
God 2 Wouldft thou overcome ſuch and ſuch a 
laſt of uncleanneſſe, drunkenneſſe * 8c. be it what 
{it will be : if thouan{wer, No; then thou art juſtly | 
condemned, thy blgod be upon thy owne head: | 
bur if thou ſayeſt, Yes, thon wouldſt ; then come 
but to God, be reſolute to be religious in good car- 
[neſt, and T will aſſare thee, hee will vouchſafe th& a 
power to doe it. The Apoſtle faith, that God would | Þ 6 
confirme them unto the end, that they might be blameleſſe in 
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'[Is it not anacceytable requeſt to goe to God with. 


| Remember Chriſt, the only Phyſician, how ready. | 


they came unto him; and hee hath not ,put oft his 


Twill never leave thee;nor for ſake thee. 


| Chriſt ſaid unto his Diſciples, Tarrieyee inthe Citie, 
| rillyeebe endued with power fromon high: as'if our Sa- | 


| prayertill you have received power from'on high | 


PRIY Py = 


_ me _— — ww hind 


of a formall profeſoion. =: 


[the day of the Lord Jeſu , for, ſaith he, God ts faithfull, | 


he hath ſaid, he hath promeſedit, hee ſhall break his 
word if he do not:let me reaſon it a little with you, 


all thy heart , and to ſay, Lord, I deſire but the 
power and flrength to goe through with thy owne 
work > Do'ſt thou think hee will not heare thee ? 
he was to heale men'of their bodily diſeafes when 


nature now: Do'ſt thou think the power of his 
death 8 reſurre&ion were but fancies, or a notion ? 


If not, goe on and feare not; for as God ſaid to. 
Joſhua, {o ſhalt thou finde him to deale.with thee, 
And fo leaving what I have ſaid\to your futther 
conſideration, I come toa third ufe,that ſeeing god- 
linefſe is ſuch powerfull thing as you have ſeene, 
therefore you would: take '/heed how you deceive 
your ſelves with fond: deſires! and purpoſes, that 
have no power, no force in them,ſoas to think that 
they nil forvy the turne; no nor-yet a few feeble 
faint endeavours, I ſay to men that ſet on religious 
courſes without having their heatts changed, as 


viour Chriſt ſhould have ſaid , Tf yee goe preſently 
into the world, yec will not be ableto goe through | 
with your works ; ſtay therefore with faſting and 


to carrie you through : for new purpoſes ina man | 


that returnes to his old nature, are like new wane'2n 
| G 3 old | 
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| o/d ve{jefts , rhey will break the veſlells and betoo| 
bigge for your hearts : it'is therefore enough to 
take up now a purpole,, and begin to be diligent in 
your Calling or fandtifying the Sabbath z for, ir is] 
impoſſible theſe purpoſes ſhould live inan hart that 
is carnall : for, as the ſoyle muſt be ſutable to eve 
ry creature,or elle it will not live ; ſo likewiſe you 
will never be tle to performe theſe purpoſes. _ - 
Ws to gee In the firſt place therefote labour to-get new 
| che power of | hearts, asthe bottome of theſe purpoſes, which 
 godlinclle. | may be as the root togive ſap to them; for then 
they will live :and grow in you,, when there is a 
ſoyle to ſure with them. . _ | 
Secondly, get power jt belceyving. Chriſt our 
Saviour, when he came unto his Country, it is ſaid, 


He would not put forth his power to nork many miracles. 
there : Why ſo «© one would have: thought hee 


ſhould rather have. wrought them::there than any 
where elſe ; both for -his: owne honour, and the 
good of his/Country-men ; noplace then was fit- * 
ter for that: than it:yet there he works few or none, 
and the reaſon-was, becauſe of their mnbeliefe, they be- 
leeved not: fo thatit.is the want of faith that holds 
Gods hands from ſtrengthening you ; youwill not | 
(I ſay)beleeve-God,-who hath ſworn'(and it is not 
an idle oath) that hee would-grant that wee ſhoutd 
ſerve him in godlintſſe and holixeſſe all the da;es of our 
| life. When the widow came to Chriſt to be healed 
of the iſſue, which ſhe had many years, it is ſaid that 
vertue went out of -þzm 10 heale her, becauſe ſhe belteved : 
| and though it-have bin a diſeaſe of never ſo many 
| yeares, yet if he ſay, Be yemhole,it is no matter 
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© [rhediſeaſeis, ſo God be the Phyſician; and there- 
fore beleeve. GT; TG WY 300 20h; 
Thirdly, pray; and furniſh your ſelves with all 
|the graces of the ſpirit: not only goe about things, 
but” maintaine a'ſtock , fill the ciſterne every day |_ 
within, whet and point the graces of Godin you, | 
for the inward man every day is ſubject to' decay, 
as well as the outward man: and doe not take ayme 
at your ſelves, or at your ſtrength, when youarc 
ina good mood, orby the preſcnt temper ; for it 
vaniſhes ifthere be nota ſupply from day to day 
from grace within, if you doe nog whet-your foules 
jevery day. AY, CONE IR 
Fourthly and laftly, if this be true ,, that many | 
are partakers of the forme that have not the power of | 
godlineffe ; rhat when we come to looke on the fa- 
ces of our Churches , we finde the forme in many : | 
but if we come unto their dealings and carriages in 
private, ye ſhall ſcarce finde the porey (it's as rare, 
as the other is frequent) in theirprofefſion- indeed 
there isa forme, but yet ye ſhall finde religious ſer- | 
vants as1dle'as others , and wives as {tubborne as | 
others, husbands and maſters as like Lyons in their 
families, and as falſe ja their dealings as others : it 
this be true (I ſay) as itis too. true}, then be not de- | 
cepved, God is not rocked, but try and examine your 
ſelves herein ; for 'the Kingdome of God confiſts 
not in word but in power 2 the Lord will not judge 
you according to your intentions and purpoſes, but 
according to-your works; aftd it's not he that ſaith, 
| Lord, Loxd, ſhall inherit the kingdowe of heaven, but bee | 
that doth the will of my Father ,@e.Be not thenchildren | 
. Wi : an WF 
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in underſtanding for to take counters for gold, lay 
not out your money for counterfeit things, be not 
fooles to take paines, and yet not have your turnes 


you ſay yee have faith , and not works , can yoar faith ſave 
you ? I ſay, if you have the forme of godlines,and not | 
the power, will that ſave you 2 if you would not be 
I! deceived then, examine your ſelves. 

[|| Five marks Firſt of all, if thou doſt more than nature : ſee 
| whereby ro,  |*hatthou beeſt not the. ſame manthou waſt, that 
If wee taverhe [301 ſtandeſt not up in the ſame troupe thou didſt ; 
| power of god- if thou doſt , thou. haſt no more but:the forme of 
|| fincfle arno. | 20dlineſſe ih thee ; for if thou hadfſt, it would turne 
thy nature, and add wings unto thee , making thee | 
ſoare higher than, nature : 1. am able throngh. Chriff 
that flirengthens me, and that, not to doe ſomethings, 

but all:hings. He ſayes,not,I doe purpoſe or deſire, 

| but, 1 am able to doe all: thingr,&c. Thoſe therefore 


againſt their diſpoſitions, but not againſt all, are 
weake, and have not this power in them. It may 
| bethou art ableto ſerve God when thou art pooxe, 
' but what art thou when the world comes mn upon 
thee 2 thouart ableto abſtaine from finnes by na- 
| ture, but godlineſſe. (as wee ſay of Phyſick) helps 
whea nature failes: and as a'naturall man, with his 
fight ſees farre, but with an Optick glaſſe ſces fur- 
þ ther; ſo when nature falls ſhort, Arti helps : as | 
| though by nature a man may meaſure or count, yet 
| it he comes toa large piece of ground, or a great 
+ ſumme, Art is required : ſo. though thou. mayeſt | 
is doe many things. by nature, . yet, when godlineſſe 
þ D | Comes, 
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ſerved. Let me ſpeake unto you as Famer doth, If | 


that are able to ſtand againſt ſome luſts that arc-| 
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The deformed forme |\ 1g. © 
comes, it helps out in things wherein nature failes : | | 
as Sampſon could doe many ordinary things by his-|. 
owne ſtrength ; but when hee came totake downe |. 
\ or carrie away the gates of a Citie, and to pull | 
downe an houſe, it is ſtill faid , The ſprzt of the Lord 
| came upon him, the Lord nent withhim , and even ſo it. 
is here, ret 75, NG WBY\.00 
Secondly,examine whether ye be godly in truth 
or no; for in Chriſt there are ſaid to be dead bran. 
ches as well as livizg, that is, thoſe that have the 
| forme as well as thoſe that have the pewer : but how | 
are they diſtinguiſhed 2 the dead beare no fruit; 
and therefore as John ſaid , Every tree that byingeth | j6hn 15 +. 
| not forth good fruit,God puts the axeto it : and fo the 
three grounds did not bring forthfruit. Examine 
| therefore your ſelves whether ye be full of fruit. 
or no, whether ye abound in good duties orno, and 
doe them with an honeſt heart, for thereby the | * 
fourth ground is diſtinguiſhed from all the reft, 
Thirdly, examine whether ye hold out intime | 
of triall or not, whether you are able 70 approve your 
ſelves with joy, as the Apoſtle ſfayes of himſelfe, that 
he did when he mas zntrouble op every fide, on the right 
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hand and on the left, in proſperity and in adverſity. 


The third ground held not out in temptation ; and: 
the reaſon was, becauſe they had not depth of earth, that 
is, they wanted power, and an inward ſtock of grace, 
for that is, depth of earth: as a man that keeps agreat 
houſe, if he have not a ſtock ablero ſupply him, he 
will ſoone prove bankrupt, and for a trades-man 
(as yee ſay) if he be not diligent in his trade, and 
follow it well, and make his returnes, he will ſoon 
b | H Io breake y 
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E——— | breake; ſo alſo. whena man wants inward power, 
= = þbandaninward ſtock of graces to beare his daily ex-| 
{| penceSout, he will ſoone become bankrupt. 
Fourthly, every grace hath ſome property an-| 
 Inexedtoit, which doth diſtinguiſh and difference 
Fit from counterfeit, as in fuzth unfained, laborious love, 
| patzemt hope,and the like. 11 
Thirdly, take heedleſt ſome luſt overcome all, 
and fo luſt overtop all, and be predominant , as the 
praiſe of men, or areſpe& of pleaſure, as at Hawk 
(youſee) though ſhee may ſoare and flic high, yet 
| ſhe will have an eyeto the prey below ; and ſo have | 
| hypocrites. See therefore that ye ſerve God is 
ſingleneſte of heart, and not with eye-ſervice , that you 
-doe not harbour any luſt within, for that will fpoile 
all at laſt : as weeds in a garden,if they be let alone, 
and not plucked up, will over-runne the hearbs ; ſo 
is it with finne, if it be ſuffered; though ir be bur a 
\ little one at firſt, yet it will like a leprofie over- 
ſpread the whole man : and therefore 
looke to that, that ſome luſt doe 
not overcome all inthe end. 
And folend forthis 
text and time. 
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